
Accolades

Editorial
The nation is currently undergoing unlocking process, though the threat of COVID-19 infection still looms large over many states. Relaxation in restrictions brought out
during the various phases of unlocking has almost brought normalcy to people’s lives. Public transport has been resumed and this has resulted in a significant surge in the
patient numbers at Aravind. Despite the huge patient load, all Aravind centres insist of following the COVID-19 protocols, in the interest of safety of both staff and patients.
Training programmes continue to be online and meetings are mostly conducted online. Though camps are suspended, Aravind continues its outreach services through
vision centres. The number of Aravind’s eye care facilities hits a century with the opening of a new vision centre at Eral.

News about these and many more feature in this issue.

IIRSI Film Festival Awards

Dr. M.G. Pavan Kumar, Glaucoma
Consultant, Aravind-Pondicherry, winner,
Best New Producer category

Dr. Prithvi Chandrakanth, Retina Fellow,
Aravind-Coimbatore, Winner, Best in New
Techniques, New Devices and Innovations
category

Dr. V.R. Vivekanandan, Chief, Cataract
Services, Aravind-Pondicherry, Runner up,
Best in New Techniques, New Devices and
Innovations category
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Aravind Events
Aravind Opens its 100th Eye Care Facility

Eral, September 14

Aravind’s 100  eye care facility was opened at Eral by Thiru A R K A Karuthapandiya Nadar, Trustee – Sri Arunachala Swamy Temple 
in the presence of Dr R.Ramakrishnan, Advisor, and Dr R.Meenakshi, Chief Medical Officer, Aravind Eye Hospital, Tirunelveli. Prominent
persons in the community – Mr. Dasaratha Pandian, Head – Merchants Association; Mr Dharmaraj, Assistant Head, Mr Bakkar Ali,
Head – Muslim Commerce Association, Mr Alaru Pillai, Businessman, Dr Mortin Thomas, leading medical practitioner, friends and
well-wishers were present at the inauguration. On the inaugural day, the centre examined 54 patients.

Observing 35th National Eye Donation Fortnight

August 25 – September 8

Eye banks across the Aravind centres observed National Eye Donation Fortnight with a wide variety of programmes intended to create
awareness amongst the public. Most of the programmes were organised virtually given the COVID-19 restrictions. In special cases
when the programme had to be conducted in-person, enough care was taken to ensure that social distancing and other safety
measures were followed without fail. Eye donation awareness posters were developed and displayed in the prominent areas inside the
hospitals. They were also shared through various social media platforms. Endorsements by senior ophthalmologists from government
medical college hospitals on eye donation were shared through social media. Several competitions were conducted for the staff on
the theme of eye donation and winners were awarded. Eye donation awareness sessions were organised for various target groups
including college students. Senior doctors shared their messages on eye donation via radio channels.  Notices and pamphlets on eye
donation were distributed to the patients and the public. The occasion was also utilised to thank the unconditional support rendered
by various NGOs towards promoting eye donation in the community.
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Residents Social Responsibility programme

Aravind – Tirunelveli, August 29

As  part of  Residents Social Responsibility programme, Residents and Senior Medical Officers of Aravind – Tirunelveli distributed  kits
containing essential grocery items for the families of the hospital’s sanitary staff, security personnel and lift operators. The
beneficiaries were extremely happy and thanked the doctors for their thoughtful gesture.
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Inauguration of new OCT

Aravind – Tirunelveli, August 31

Aravind – Tirunelveli procured Heidelberg Spectralis OCT. Dr R Ramakrishnan, Advisor and Dr. Meenakshi, Chief Medical Officer
inaugurated the machine.

Webinars

Aravind-Coimbatore organsied two webinars: The first one was conducted on August 6 and focused on the Role of Management and
Managers in Ensuring Safety During COVID-19. The second one was on August 12 and dealt with Hospital Infection control practices
in COVID 19 times.

Aravind-Tirunelveli organised a webinar titled, Orthoptics Decoded on August 28-29. 
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LAICO

Publications

Eyexcel 2.0: First Learning Session

August 28, 2020

LAICO in association with Seva Foundation organised a webinar titled,  New Ways of Learning: leveraging new technologies. The
webinar focused on best practices in Zoom, use of Google Classroom as a learning tool and various apps for learning.

August 2020

1. Rathinam SR, Tugal-Tutkun I, Agarwal M, Rajesh V, Egriparmak M, Patnaik G. Immunological tests and their interpretation in
uveitis. Indian J Ophthalmol. 2020 Sep;68(9):1737-1748. Article View

2. Balamurugan S, Das D, Hasanreisoglu M, Toy BC, Akhter M, Anuradha VK, Anthony E, Gurnani B, Kaur K.Interleukins and cytokine
biomarkers in uveitis. Indian J Ophthalmol 2020 Sep;68(9):1750-1763.  Article View

3. Murthy SI, Sabhapandit S, Balamurugan S, Subramaniam P, Sainz-de-la-Maza M, Agarwal M, Parvesio C. Scleritis: Differentiating
infectious from non-infectious entities. Indian J Ophthalmol. 2020 Sep;68(9):1818-1828.   Article View

4. Agrawal H, Doan H, Pham B, Khosla A, Babu M, McCluskey P, Nguyen QD, Sangwan V, Reddy S, Sawhney S, Tyagi M. Systemic
immunosuppressive therapies for uveitis in developing countries. Indian J Ophthalmol. 2020 Sep;68(9):1852-1862.  Article View

5. Balamurugan S, Pranesh B. Commentary: What is new in the epidemiology of HLA-B27-related uveitis? Indian J Ophthalmol.
2020 Sep;68(9):1867-1868. Article View

�. Srushti DS, Anilkumar SE, Kanakath AV, Narendran K. Surgical handling of uveitic membranes in pediatric phakic eyes. Indian J
Ophthalmol. 2020 Sep;68(9):1967-1968. Article View

7. Rathinam SR, Chidambaranathan GP. Corneal melt in leptospirosis. Indian J Ophthalmol. 2020 Sep;68(9):1970. Article View
�. Rathinam SR, Shanthi R. Rapid maturation of unilateral cataract in leptospirosis. Indian J Ophthalmol. 2020 Sep;68(9):1977-

1979. Article View
9. Rathinam SR, Parikh JG, Rao NA. Ocular erythema nodosumleprosum: An immunohistochemical study. Indian J Ophthalmol.

2020 Sep;68(9):2028-2030. Article View
10. Balamurugan S, Gurnani B, Kaur K. Commentry: Ocular coinfections in human immunodeficiency virus infection—What is so

different?. Indian J Ophthalmol. 2020 Sep;68(9):1997-1998. Article View

Create PDF in your applications with the Pdfcrowd HTML to PDF API PDFCROWD

http://www.ijo.in/article.asp?issn=0301-4738;year=2020;volume=68;issue=9;spage=1737;epage=1748;aulast=Rathinam
http://www.ijo.in/article.asp?issn=0301-4738;year=2020;volume=68;issue=9;spage=1750;epage=1763;aulast=Balamurugan
http://www.ijo.in/article.asp?issn=0301-4738;year=2020;volume=68;issue=9;spage=1818;epage=1828;aulast=Murthy
http://www.ijo.in/article.asp?issn=0301-4738;year=2020;volume=68;issue=9;spage=1852;epage=1862;aulast=Agrawal
http://www.ijo.in/article.asp?issn=0301-4738;year=2020;volume=68;issue=9;spage=1867;epage=1868;aulast=Murugan
http://www.ijo.in/article.asp?issn=0301-4738;year=2020;volume=68;issue=9;spage=1967;epage=1968;aulast=Srushti
http://www.ijo.in/article.asp?issn=0301-4738;year=2020;volume=68;issue=9;spage=1970;epage=1970;aulast=Rathinam
http://www.ijo.in/article.asp?issn=0301-4738;year=2020;volume=68;issue=9;spage=1977;epage=1979;aulast=Rathinam;type=0
http://www.ijo.in/article.asp?issn=0301-4738;year=2020;volume=68;issue=9;spage=2028;epage=2030;aulast=Rathinam
http://www.ijo.in/article.asp?issn=0301-4738;year=2020;volume=68;issue=9;spage=1997;epage=1998;aulast=Balamurugan
https://pdfcrowd.com/doc/api/?ref=pdf
https://pdfcrowd.com/?ref=pdf


Statistics

11. Ganesan N, Narayana S, Kasturi N, Kaliaperumal S, Srinivasan R, Vallinayagam M. Varied Presentations of Posterior Keratoconus:
A Clinical Case Series. Cornea. 2020 Aug 21. [Epub] Article View

12. Rajendrababu S, Senthilkumar VA, Sen S. Emulsified silicone oil droplets blocking an aurolab aqueous drainage implant. BMJ
Case Rep. 2020;13:e237920. Article View

13. Vignesh TP, Maitray A, Sen S, Chakrabarti A, Kannan NB, Ramasamy K. Subthreshold Micro-Pulse Yellow Laser and Eplerenone
Drug Therapy in Chronic Central Serous Chorio-Retinopathy Patients: A Comparative Study.Semin Ophthalmol. 2020 Aug 27:1-9.
[Epub] Article View

14. Babu N, Kohli P, Kumar K, Rajan RP, Baliga G, Sen S, Ramachandran NO, Bhavani S, Ramasamy K. Two-staged surgery as an
alternative to buckle–vitrectomy for rhegmatogenous retinal detachment complicated by choroidal detachment. Int Ophthalmol.
2020 Aug 28. [Epub]  Article View

15. Babu K, Biswas J, Agarwal M, Mahendradas P, Bansal R, Rathinam SR, Basu S, Ganesh SK, Konana VK, Vedhanayaki R, Philips M,
Choudhary T. Diagnostic Markers in Ocular Sarcoidosis in A High TB Endemic Population – A Multicentre
Study.OculImmunolInflamm. 2020 Sep 1:1-5. [Epub]   Article View

1�. Kandasamy K, Thirumalmuthu K, Prajna NV, Lalitha P, Mohankumar V, Devarajan B. Comparative genomics of ocular
Pseudomonas aeruginosa strains from keratitis patients with different clinical outcomes. Genomics. 2020 Aug 31. [Epub] Article
View

17. Jinisha J,Muralitharan P, Shah VM. Isolated Compressive Sixth Nerve Palsy due to Multiple Intracranial Cavernomas. Neuro
Ophthalmol. 2020 Sep 3. [Epub] Article View

1�. Das A, Ranjan R, Shah PK, Narendran V. Paclitaxel -and/or cyclophosphamide -induced severe ischaemic retinopathy.ClinExp
Ophthalmol. 2020 Sep 6. [Epub] Article View

19. Puthuran GV, Wijesinghe HK, Gedde SJ, Tara TD, Uduman MS, Krishnadas SR, Robin AL, Palmberg P. Incidence and Outcomes of
Hypertensive Phase Following Aurolab Aqueous Drainage Implant Surgery in Adults with Refractory Glaucoma. Am J
Ophthalmol. 2020 Aug 20. [Epub] Article View

20. Rajendrababu S, Senthilkumar VA, Sen S. Cobweb pattern of pseudoexfoliation in the capsular bag-intraocular lens complex.
BMJ Case Rep. 2020;13:e238667. Article View

21. Ravindran RD, Gupta S, Haripriya A, Ravilla T, Vardhan SA, Subburaman GB. Seven-year trends in cataract surgery indications and
quality of outcomes at Aravind Eye Hospitals, India. Eye. 2020 Sep 10. [Epub] Article View

22. Haripriya A, Sweekruthi GK, Mani I, Chang DF. Comparison of surgical repositioning rates and outcomes for hydrophilic vs
hydrophobic single piece acrylic toric IOLs. J Cataract Refract Surg. 2020 Sep 7. [Epub] Article View

23. Senthilkumar VA,Krishnadas R, Puthuran GV, Ravichandar A. Early-Onset Glaucoma Manifesting as Buphthalmos in an Infant
with PhakomatosisPigmentovascularis Type IIa. Ophthalmol Glaucoma. 2020 Jul 20. [Epub] Article View

Patient Monthly Statistics

Create PDF in your applications with the Pdfcrowd HTML to PDF API PDFCROWD

https://journals.lww.com/corneajrnl/Abstract/9000/Varied_Presentations_of_Posterior_Keratoconus__A.96028.aspx
https://casereports.bmj.com/content/13/8/e237920
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/08820538.2020.1809682?journalCode=isio20
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10792-020-01560-9
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/09273948.2020.1778733
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0888754320305206
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/01658107.2020.1795690?journalCode=ioph20
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/ceo.13854
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0002939420304554
https://casereports.bmj.com/cgi/content/short/13/9/e238667?rss=1
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41433-020-0954-5
https://journals.lww.com/jcrs/Abstract/9000/Comparison_of_surgical_repositioning_rates_and.99743.aspx
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S2589419620301897
https://pdfcrowd.com/doc/api/?ref=pdf
https://pdfcrowd.com/?ref=pdf


August – 2020
Hospitals Madurai Tirunelveli Theni Coimbatore Pondicherry Tirupur Dindigul Salem Tuticorin Udumalpet CbeCC Chennai Tirupati Kovilpatti Tota

HOSPITAL OUT-PATIENT VISITS

Paying (New &
Review)

19,079 12,420 4,306 10,365 10,435 4,098 4,379 7,741 3,834 3,074 2,316 12,430 5,365 2,368 102,2

Free:Direct
walk-in (New
& Review)

5,199 2,497 744 3,280 3,489 942 — 948 9 794 — 1,521 1,321 — 20,7

OUTREACH OUT PATIENT

RoP 61 123 135 495 — — — — — — — 78 7 — 8

Vision Centres 12,699 7,351 3,879 1,456 6,065 343 — — — — — — —

Community
Centres / City
Centres

6,807 1,830 1,338 — 1,804 — — — — — — — — — 11,7

Total OP
Examinations

43,845 24,221 10,402 15,596 21,793 5,383 4,379 9,067 3,843 4,452 2,316 14,029 6,693 2,368 168,3

SURGERIES

Service Proportion of Cataract Surgeries

Paying 1,148 623 161 531 669 197 202 441 185 201 89 709 224 141 5,5

Free (Direct) 743 383 83 415 453 123 28 169 5 166 — 140 186 — 2,8

Total Cataract
Surgeries

1,891 1,006 244 946 1,122 320 230 610 190 367 89 849 410 141 8,4

** Owing to COVID-19 restrictions, Aravind has suspended all its outreach eye camps

Archives
Learn more about the happenings at Aravind
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