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It is truly a joy to see the world getting back to normal after the pandemic. Virtual conferences have given way to in-person ones and the travel restrictions are no more in place. Aravind Eye Hospital, Madurai hosted the second annual national conference of the Association of Indian Ophthalmic Anaesthesiologists which evoked great
response.

Aravind teams took part in various national and international conferences and won many laurels.

Aravind Eye Hospitals took great efforts to observe the National Eye Donation Fortnight in a great manner. Elaborate programmes were arranged in public places, schools and colleges to sensitise the public on the importance of eye donation.

News about these and many more feature in this issue.

Awards at the Annual National Conference of VISION 2020: The Right to Sight – India

Siliguri, September 3-4

Best Paper Awards:

Yesunesan, Senior Faculty, LAICO
Generating demand for, and enhancing uptake of eye care services during and post COVID scenario

S. Sangeetha, Manager, Administration, Aravind – Coimbatore
An analysis study on perception of presbyopia among rural and urban women

28th Annual Meeting of the Indian Eye Research Group

Hyderabad, September 10-11

Best Paper award – Mr.Hanith Raj Deivarajan
– Development and validation of a novel CRISPR/CAS12A based  Nucleic-Acid detection platform for the diagnosis of  ocular fungal infections

Recipient of travel grant – Ms.Iswarya

5th World ROP Conference

Dubai, September 1- 4

Dr.Prithvi Chandrakant, Aravind-Coimbatore won Best Video Award.

Dr.Puja Maitra, Aravind-Coimbatore won 2nd prize in Poster Podium Presentation.

Award for the Best Performing Eye Hospital under Aarogyasri

Aravind – Tirupati, August 15

Aravind – Tirupati received award for the best performing hospital under the govt’s Aarogyasri insurance scheme. Dr.Ashok Vardhan, Chief Medical Officer, received the
award.

Winners – Prolate Quiz

Chennai, September 5

Dr.Yuvraj Madhav and Dr. Aditya Anand, Senior Residents, Aravind – Pondicherry got the 2nd Place in Prolate Puzzle – Quiz for post-graduates organised by Regional
Institute of Ophthalmology, Chennai.

Recognition for Aravind-Tirupati

Chennai, September 10

Aravind-Tirupati has been conducting free eye camps in collaboration with the Jain community since November 2021. Through 29 camps, the hospital has so far performed 1,594 surgeries. As a way of recognizing the hospital’s
efforts, the community has donated Rs. 10 lakh towards supporting cataract surgeries at the Sewa Mahotsav held at Raja Annamalai Mandram,Chennai.

2nd National Annual Conference of the Association of Indian Ophthalmic Anaesthesiologists (AIOA 2022)

Aravind-Madurai, September 24 – 25, 2022

The second National Annual Conference of the Association of Indian Ophthalmic Anaesthesiologists was conducted at Aravind Eye Hospital, Madurai. A total of 142 participants which included anaesthesiologists, ophthalmologists, and postgraduates from both the specalities took part.

The inauguration of the conference was held on the first day of the conference in the presence of Dr.S.C Parakh, President, AIOA; Dr. Jaichandran VV, General Secretary, AIOA; Dr. A. Ravichandar, Organising Secretary and Dr. P. Namperumalsamy, Chairman Emeritus, Aravind Eye Care System. The inaugural AIOA Oration was delivered
virtually by Dr. Chandra M. Kumar, Visiting Consultant, Newcastle University Medical School, Malaysia, on the topic, Ocular Hypotonia – anaesthetic implications.

Scientific deliberations went on well with lectures from eminent guest faculty, live demonstration on ophthalmic blocks, panel discussions, hands on sessions, and yoga session. About 10 free papers were presented and the best two were awarded.

Hospital Day Celebrations

Aravind-Madurai, September 17

Grand celebration was organised at Aravind-Madurai as the hospital completed 46 years of its service. The celebration evoked great excitement this time, probably due to the fact that there was no such celebration in the last two years owing to the pandemic situation. The theme for the Hospital Day was aligned to towards the 75 year of the
Indian independence.Dr G Gnanasambandam, eminent Tamil scholar, orator and actor was the chief guest. Through his highly engaging talk, he entertained the audience as well as motivated them. Dr. R. Kim, Chief Medical Officer presented a brief report on the highlights of the last two years. Dr. M. Srinivasan, one of the founding members
of Aravind gave a special address. Cultural programmes included a skit on the life of Velu Nachiyar which was well-appreciated by all.

Aravind-Kovilpatti, September 23

The 3rd Hospital Day of Aravind-Kovilpatti was celebrated in a simple manner. Doctors, MLOPs and Admin staff members from Kovilpatti and a few staff from Aravind-Tirunelveli joined the celebration. Dr. Tanya Balakrishnan, Medical Consultant of Aravind- Kovilpatti presented the annual report in a nutshell. This was followed by
cultural programmes by paramedics, doctors and sanitary staff. Dr R Meenakshi, Chief Medical Officer and Dr R Ramakrishnan, Advisor, Aravind-Tirunelveli gave a very inspiring speech at the occasion.

th

Motivational Talk

Aravind-Coimbatore, September 23

Aravind-Coimbatore arranged a motivational talk by Kamalathal, the elderly lady who rose to fame with her selfless act of selling idlis for just one rupee to the needy for the past 30 years. The session was facilitated by Ms. Priya Senthil, a well-known  motivational speaker.

National Eye Donation Fortnight

August 25-September 8

All the tertiary centres of Aravind observed the National Eye Donation Fortnight with a wide array of programmes. Activities were mainly intended to create awareness on eye donation amongst the public and included seminars, talks and rallies. Various NGOs were recognised for their unwavering support to the noble cause of eye donation.
Eye donor family members also were honoured.

Aravind-Madurai Aravind-Madurai Aravind-Tirunelveli Aravind-Tirunelveli Aravind-Pondicherry

Aravind-Pondicherry Aravind-Salem Aravind-Salem Aravind-Chennai Aravind-Chennai

Training Programme on Tissue Culture Techniques

AMRF, September 3

Department of Immunology and Stem Cell Biology, AMRF conducted the one day training programme as part of scientific social responsibility activity of an ongoing project funded by Science and Engineering Research Board,
New Delhi. A total of 10 Ph.D scholars from various colleges and universities were selected. The programme included invited talks by Prof. VR Muthukkaruppan, Advisor-Research, Aravind Medical Research Foundation; Dr.
Indumathi Mariappan, Research Scientist, LV Prasad Eye Institute, Hyderabad and laboratory sessions on the basics of tissue culture.

Hawki Campaign

August-September

Aurolab conducted a road show to highlight its premium product, Hawki slitlamp with imaging system for all ophthalmologists in Uttar Pradesh. The roadshow started from Kanpur and passed through Lucknow, Sitapur, Varanasi, Prayagraj and Gorakhpur before ending at Sitapur on September 11.

Mr. M. Vignesh Pandian, Product Manager – Diagnostic Equipment led the show. R.D. Sriram, Managing Director, Aurolab and S. Sivanand, Marketing Manager, Domestic spoke at the inauguration of the campaign on August 22. Krishnan SSG, National Sales Manager also spoke on the occasion.

Consultancy Visits

Sitapur Eye Hospital, Uttar Pradesh

August 10-28, 2022

Ms. Sigappi PR and Ms. Deepalakshmi of the Stores Department, Aravind-Madurai were at Sitapur Eye Hospital, Lucknow to help with the establishment of stores and in tstreamlinign the process.

Nethaji Eye Hospital, West Bengal

September 9-13, 2022

Mr. B. S. Ganesh Babu, Senior Faculty, LAICO and Dr. Dipankar Datta, Chief Medical Officer, Aravind-Theni visited Nethaji Eye Hospital, Purulia, West Bengal from
September 9-13 as part of the LEAP Vision Centre collaborative and conducted a review meeting with the hospital team.

Deep Eye Care Foundation and Grameen GC Eye Hospital, Bangladesh

August 28 – September 2, 2022

Ms. Dhivya Ramasamy, Senior Faculty, LAICO; Dr. Indra Durai, Glaucoma Consultant, Aravind-Madurai and Ms. Shobana, vision centre staff visited Deep Eye Care
Foundation, Rangpur and Grameen GC Eye Hospital, Bogra, Bangladesh from August 28 to September 2, to review the performance of the hospital which is one of the
participants of the LEAP Vision Centre collaborative.

World Ophthalmology Congress-2022

Aravind- Coimbatore, September 9-12

Dept. of Neuro-ophthalmology
–  Ethambutol Optic Neuropathy in India with current antituberculous treatment regimen – Another conundrum

Prof. K. Dharmalingam, Director, AMRF chaired the D. Balasubramanian Oration Lecture. He was also elected as the President of IERG and delivered the presidential talk

Invited talks

Dr. C. Gowri Priya
– Biology of adult ocular stem cells and their role in regenerative medicine

Dr. A. Vanniarajan
– Epigenetic alterations in retinoblastoma

Oral presentations

Iswarya Radhakrishnan
– Trabecular meshwork stem cell derived exosomes enhance TM cell survival and proliferation

Hanith Raj Deivarajan
– Development and validation of a novel CRISPR/Cas12a-based nucleic acid detection platform for the diagnosis of ocular fungal infections

Poster Presentations

Saraswathi Kannan
– Exome sequencing unveiled recurring mutations in nf-κb Pathway in ocular b-cell lymphoma

Susmita Chowdhury
– Analysis of microstructural changes in an x-linked juvenile Retinoschisis patient harboring rs1 g668a mutation by en-face Optical coherence tomography imaging

Sethu Nagarajana
– Targeted modulation of e2f3 and kif14 in retinoblastoma

Shreya Dinesh
– Understanding the role of mirna in aspergillus flavus keratitis Progression

Swathi Chadalawada
– Identification of potential blood miRNAs for diagnosis of Intraocular tuberculosis

Nerethika Ravichandran
– Separation of filtering and non-filtering region of human Trabecular meshwork

P. Saranya
– Adult human anterior lens epithelial stem cells – changes during ageing and in cataract

Waseema Arif
– Age-related changes in the functional characteristics of adult stem cells in human retinal pigment epithelium

Swagata Ghosh
– In-vitro infection models of fungal and amoebic keratitis reveal host cell-type and pathogen specific features of host inflammatory response

Daipayan Banerjee
– Deciphering the proteome signature of plasma extracellular vesicles from proliferative diabetic retinopathy patients

28th Annual Meeting of the Indian Eye Research Group

Hyderabad, September 10-11

16th Annual National Conference of Vision 2020

Siliguri, September 3-4

Paper Presentations

Santhosh, Asst Manager – Patient Care, Aravind – Madurai
– Factors influencing non-adherence of follow-up in childhood glaucoma

Regitha, Co-ordinator- Orbit Clinic, Aravind – Madurai
– Fighting Retinoblastoma in the difficult period of Covid-19 pandemic: A retrospective study from a tertiary eye care centre

Saravanan, Manager, Eye Bank, Aravind – Madurai
– How eye banks in India can scale while maintaining focus on quality and become sustainable – A Panel Discussion (Panelist)
– How not to lose money or burden the patient while growing our Eye Banks

Jeyakohila, Tutor, Aravind – Madurai
– Analysis of knowledge, attitude and practice of uveitis patients on immunosuppressive therapy

R. Vinoth Kumar, Research Associate, Aravind – Madurai
– Factors influencing the utilization of eye care services in a rural district in south India

Syed Ali, Senior Faculty, LAICO
– Impact of an online collaborative approach on establishing and strengthening VCs

Vignesh, Manager- Patient Care , Aravind – Coimbatore.
– Medicolegal cases – Always a Challenge – How to manage the right way

Umapriya, HR – Manager, Aravind – Coimbatore
– Going beyond borders to train the medical, paramedical & administrative staff of Nigeria to conquer blindness

K. Kalaivendan K, Manager – Quality & Patient Care , Aravind – Pondicherry
– Novel outreach to screen ROP among preterm babies

Sumathy A, Manager – HR, Aravind – Pondicherry
– Uberization of eye care

Jayashree S, Manager – Projects, Aravind – Pondicherry
– Aravind rural outreach by mobile application – AROMA

Vikky Kumar M, Manager – Quality & IP, Aravind – Tirunelveli
– Sharing knowledge repository: towards organization’s sustainability & growth.

Dr. Haripriya Aravind, Chief, Cataract Services, Aravind-Madurai; Jayasree, Project Co-ordinator, Aravind-Pondicherry; LAICO senior faculty – Mr. Suresh Kumar, Ms, Dhivya Ramasamy and A. Mohammed Gowth gave invited talks.

5th World ROP Conference

Dubai, September 1-4

Dr. Renu P Rajan
– Stage 5Retinopathy of Prematurity: Clinico-demographic Profile and Outcomes of 25 – Gauge Vitrectomy

Mid-con EIZOC 2022

Portblair, August 27 & 28, 2022

Dr. Dodum Techie
– Trabeculectomy with injectable mitomycin C

1. Anitha V, Ghorpade A, Ravindran M. Tunnel infection: What next? Indian J Ophthalmol. 2022 Aug;70(8):2787. View More
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17. Christy J, Dhanaseelan T, Vivekanandan VR, Venkatesh R. Outcomes of Manual Small Incision Cataract Surgery in Hypermature Morgagnian cataract. J Cataract Refract Surg. 2022 Aug 12. [Epub] View More
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Enrolments for August 2022

Course title Training Centre No. of enrolments

Long Term Fellowship Programmes – For Ophthalmologists

Fellowship in Anterior Segment & IOL Surgery
Madurai 1

Coimbatore 1

Fellowship in General Ophthalmology
Theni 2

Madurai 2

Fellowship in Glaucoma
Pondicherry 1

Madurai 2

Fellowship in Cornea
Madurai 1

Pondicherry 1

Fellowship in Orbit and Oculoplasty Pondicherry 1

Fellowship in Paediatric Ophthalmology&

Strabismus
Tirupati 1

Fellowship in Retina Madurai 3

Short Term Training Programmes – For Ophthalmologists

Observership in Glaucoma Madurai 1

Neuro Ophthalmology Coimbatore 1

Phacoemulsification

Madurai 3

Tirunelveli 1

Coimbatore 2

Small Incision Cataract Surgery

Coimbatore 2

Tirunelveli 1

Pondicherry 2

Madurai 2

Management Courses

Fellowship in eye hospital management LAICO 9

Management Training and Systems Development

for Hospital Administrators / Managers
LAICO 11

Short Term Training Programs – For Paramedicals

Oculrist Madurai 1

Instrument Maintenance for Technicians

Instrument Maintenance for Technicians LAICO 5

Patient Statistics – August 2022

Hospitals Total Madurai Tirunelveli Theni Coimbatore Pondicherry Tirupur Dindigul Salem Tuticorin Udumalpet CbeCC Chennai Tirupati Kovilpatti

Hospital Out-patient visits

Paying (New &

Review)
251,762 59,417 30,345 8,578 34,613 27,440 4,876 9,040 11,993 5,362 4,326 4,011 34,182 13,778 3,801

Free:Direct

walk-in (New &

Review)

99,917 26,488 8,788 3,232 12,626 12,171 1,861 – 4,246 1,696 1,907 – 10,950 15,097 855

Outreach Out-patients

Comprehensive

Eye Camps
31,715 7,595 4,449 932 6,576 5,521 448 – 1,680 145 146 – 2,558 1,665 –

Diabetic

Retinopathy

Camps

1,257 182 – 331 479 265 – – – – – – – – –

Refraction

Camp
4,285 387 939 225 1,957 213 – – 60 – – – 504 – –

Mobile

Refraction Unit
2,126 – – – 1,299 – – – 827 – – – – – –

School

Screening
16,064 – 237 295 2,907 350 – – 10,386 – – – 1,503 386 –

RoP Screening 1,856 302 337 185 726 71 – – – – – – 207 28 –

Vision Centres 73,411 24,033 15,044 5,810 5,531 14,866 1,328 – 3,277 – 1,997 – 1,525 – –

Community /

City Centres
17,212 9,582 2,707 2,301 – 2,622 – – – – – – – – –

Total OP
Examinations

500,973 127,986 62,846 21,889 67,293 64,304 8,513 9,040 32,469 7,203 8,376 4,011 51,429 30,958 4,656

Total number
of camps

140 26 28 5 25 20 2 – 8 1 2 – 12 11 –

Surgeries

Cataract 39,426 10,196 3,849 1,007 6,034 5,779 481 579 2,209 481 731 216 4,058 3,577 229

*Other

Surgeries
20,933 6,530 2,673 417 3,844 2,546 75 118 232 86 7 121 2,871 1,382 31

Total Surgeries 66,701 16,726 6,522 1,424 9,878 8,325 556 697 2,441 567 738 337 6,929 4,959 260

*Other surgeries include major surgeries, minor surgeries, intra-vitreal & other injections and laser procedures.
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